
Older Adult Services Advisory Council 
MEETING MINUTES 

December 9, 2015 – 3:00 PM 
HCS Dept. – Conference Room B  

 

Members Present:  Chair Don Ryan, Tom Danielson, Kathy Grueter, Al Heilman,      
   Deb Josephson, Clinton Lewis, Kimberly Middleton, Beulah Price,  
   Kelly Quardokus, Ros Robbert, Beverly Solik, and         
   Commissioner Larry Provancher  

Staff  Present:  Judy Sivak, Anne Zemlick, Judy Adlam, Janice Bonita,            
   Norma Bour, Liz Brass, Judy Hayes, Lynn Hotrum,                     
   Kelly Jonker, Laurie Palanca, Marilyn Reed, Don Saldia,             
   June Scarberry, Patti Stratton                           

AASA Field Rep.: Steve Betterly 

Guests:  Cindy Albrecht, AASA; Sara Wick, MSAC Delegate; Emily Smith,  
   family medicine resident; Joyce Ryan. 

I. Welcome and Introductions: Chair opened the meeting at 3:09 PM. He wished 
happy birthday to Al Heilman who turned 80 on Dec 7th.  
 

II. Approval of Minutes: 
 
Motion  Carried  To Approve November Minutes  
    
   Kimberly M. 
   Ros R. 
 

III. Citizen Time: Steve B. introduced Cindy Albrecht as our (not official) future Field 
Rep. She’s been with agency 13 years. Steve will be the new veteran liaison, 
trying to facilitate coordination between them and his agency as well as keeping 
two field offices. Judy thanked Steve. Don welcomed Cindy and told Steve they 
couldn’t find a better person to be the veterans’ liaison, and said he would be 
happy to be of assistance (as a veteran himself).  
 

IV. Member Time: Don suggested that if you know of anyone we can recruit for any 
of the Kalamazoo Celebrates Elderhood committees, please let us know.  
Announced that Al H. has elected not to remain on the Council, because he goes 
to Florida in the winter. Don presented him with a certificate, and read it aloud. Al 
spoke about now being able to spend more time with his wife, and did not think it 
is fair to remain a  Council member via telephone as it was suggested might be 
possible. He said he “brags” about us all the time.   
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Clinton L. reported that DHHS will have candidates in the next week or so for the 
adult services position. Also, they’ll have a permanent supervisor there. 
Kalamazoo will have an additional person soon.  

V. Financial Report: Beth R. reviewed the report that was provided. Judy added, 
we will ask the County Board to allow us to receive any unexpended general 
funds because we did get a late start on the Community Living Program, and we 
are overspending on the services side.             
 

VI. Advocacy Report: Judy reported that yesterday at her Directors meeting in 
Lansing she learned that today one of the legislative committees is supposed to 
take up the auto no-fault bill. Also, there’s a package of bills to be introduced to 
parole medically frail prisoners; and the prisoners would be released to local 
medical facilities or other facilities deemed appropriate by the parole board (i.e. 
nursing home). Aging people in prison system aren’t getting good care; however, 
it’s really more of a money saving proposition, and brings a whole lot of 
concerns. Judy also heard a government shutdown is not likely; the Feds will 
vote on a budget by Dec 11th. If that does not happen, Michigan Office on Aging 
will advance funds until Feds can catch up. Congress passed legislation to force 
hospitals to provide observation status information—great news. Sara W. added 
that at last week’s Michigan Senior Advocates Council meeting she had never 
seen so many people there: energy lobbyists were there in force. She passed 
around a sheet on what MSAC is doing. She also heard there’s a bill being 
introduced to make it harder to vote absentee, not sure what ages and people 
that would affect. Judy thanked Sara for being on MSAC and all her time and 
effort.  
 

VII. Staff Report: Judy reported the County Board is interviewing everyone who is 
currently a board member whose term is up, and anyone who might be coming 
on the board. John Hilliard, former OASAC Chairperson, is interested in being on 
the board again. Ros R. said the interview was good.   
We did get in the grant to United Way for several Elder Abuse initiatives. Judy did 
speak with police chiefs; talked about Vulnerable Elder Abuse Protocol booklet 
we are having reprinted; chiefs want lots of them. They talked about training—
how can we get to the police on the beat without having them come to a training 
event which is often difficult.  Al asked if it is possible to put training on a CD to 
give them. Judy said that might be a possibility. 
Update on Senior Millage timing: Board of Commissioners Chairman Taylor 
suggested possibly going for the millage in August, then when Judy talked to Tim 
Snow, in order for it to be on the August ballot, it has to be voted on by BOC by 
an early May date, which is the law enforcement millage date—maybe not such a 
good idea.  To expect us to reach community between May and August is too 
short of a timeframe, but if we knew for sure, might be doable. She asked Larry 
P. if he had any suggestions. Larry replied that the ballot for the public safety 
millage will also include another transit millage. Don said if they push it off to 
2017, and we pull off Kalamazoo Celebrates Elderhood, and got that publicity, he 
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wouldn’t be against that timeframe. There is an advantage not to have it in a 
presidential election year. In the meantime, Judy is continuing to meet with 
people for their input. Kelly Q., in 2016, wouldn’t there be another turnover of 
commissioners? Larry said all Commissioners positions are open every 2 years. 
He thinks the Aug timing is good. Al suggests we wait until 2017 and be 
realistic—you want to be successful. Have to have society agree with you. There 
have been a couple of failures in the last couple of years. Larry added that the 
homeless millage was passed, but they were working on it for 13 years—tough 
battle. Beverly S: Suggests to lay out plan and show people the programs you 
want to fund, etc. Judy replied that this has to be shown to the BOC first. And, 
mentioned money has to be raised to run it. Millage would probably be for 1/3 of 
a mil. We’re one of only 11 counties who do not have a senior millage. Sara 
asked what we base the need upon. Judy said we are doing it based on current 
data. The needs assessment had included projected data, which is turning out to 
be pretty accurate. 

Don sent information the State Advisory Council is working on—the issue of 
direct care workers. There are new federal rules in effect that allow direct care 
workers to be paid for overtime, travel time between clients, and health insurance 
that may cause agencies to raise their rates. Paraprofessional Healthcare 
Institute asked the AAA’s to partner with them to figure out the extent of funding 
needed to continue helping people to stay in their homes without reductions.  
Judy thanked everyone for their generosity in donating the holiday gift basket 
items. This year, we also opened up the donations to all of HCS. Thanks to staff 
too.  

Anne Z provided an update on Choices for Independence programs. All 
programs are full; we’re serving 240 people. 82% of those clients we’re 
purchasing services for; others have a care consultant but are purchasing their 
own services. Glad to hear that Steve B. is not going far—may need his help 
regarding slow payments from the VA. She’s meeting with aide to Dr. Scuppian 
with the VA next week.  

Staff Stories from the Front Lines: Don R. said this is the best meeting of the 
year, where all staff report on case stories and what they’ve been working on. 

Joyce Ryan was thanked for making and bringing her famous pumpkin roll 
dessert to the meeting. 

Motion  Carried  To Adjourn at 5:20 PM  

    Clinton L.    
    Deb J. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Bonita 
 


